CHAPTER  SIX

FREDERICK left Berlin with his troops for Silesia on
December 14, 1740. He himself admitted later that
" the diligence of his army was superior to that of his
Ambassador in Vienna: his troops entered Silesia two
days before the arrival of Count Gotter in Vienna/'

Frederick had been indisposed for several months.
When the news of Charles VI.'s death reached Rheins-
berg, where Frederick was living, he had been so ill with
a fever that his physicians kept the news of the Emperor's
death from him for some days. He had not quite
recovered when he set out for Silesia. His excitement
caused him to suffer a relapse, for he was one of the
most nervous men in history. Later, when his campaign
proved successful, his generals were surprised at his
rapid recovery, and " despite all the fatigues of the War,
he was in perfect health."

Before he began the campaign, however, he was still
suffering from his painful psychological adjustment to
the role of a strong man, a role he had been imposing
upon himself since his father's death. This adjust-
ment, which implied a tremendous mental conflict,
made him physically ill, and Voltaire says that when he
departed for Silesia he was suffering from the " quartan
ague."

" Europe was amazed at the unexpected invasion of

Silesia/' Frederick himself records in his Histaire de m$n

Temps.   ** Some accused this invasion of being the

flourish of levity;  others regarded it as an enterprise

7